Report on the 2011 World Championships in Wellington New Zealand

Canada had a strong presence on the Umpire team officiating at the 2011 World Championships.  Canadian members to this elite group of officials were Mr. Rod Johnson, Mr. Alex Michaud and Mr. Kevin Reinelt.  All were accepted on the team by the ITF Umpire Committee based on past experience and strong performance at other International events.

This report is a combination of feedback and comments from these individuals.

From the perspective of the umpires, this event was very well organized.  The umpires and officials were treated with great respect - we all felt welcomed and appreciated before, during and after the event.  Unfortunately this has not always been the case, so the New Zealand championships definitely set a new standard in this respect.
It was our privilege to have a close-up view of some outstanding athletic performances by competitors from around the world.  While the medal count for the Canadian delegation was not as high as other teams, it was good to see that we have some very talented competitors.  This is good news!  Canadian world class martial artists are important role models for up and coming athletes in our country – inspiring them, challenging them and leading them to higher performance.

This year the competition schedule contained a day off in the middle of the event to allow for the ITF Congress.  This day off was very valuable to many members of the umpire team as they had the chance to rest and some time to visit the area.  Usually umpires work 10 hours a day, 4 days in a row, then fly home with little opportunity to do any touristic activities.
There is a real camaraderie developing in the umpire community.  Many members of the group have worked together at a number of events over the years resulting in a friendly atmosphere and a high level of trust between members.

At the 2011 championships, the umpires’ work was professional and to us appeared to be generally quite unbiased.

There are a number of benefits of having a strong group of Canadians in the Umpire delegation at International events.
One of the most important benefits is the sense of comfort it provided for the Canadian competitors and their supporters.  While our Umpires cannot be members of a National delegation or team, they are well known to our athletes and their supporters.  An International Championships can be a daunting experience for competitors, so seeing familiar faces in the umpire team is reassuring for both competitors and spectators.  Competitors know that they can expect fair judging.

Another important benefit for members of the Canadian delegation is that as umpires, we can speak with authority to educate both athletes and supporters on how decisions are made, how they can improve performances, etc.
After the event, athletes can have the opportunity to review their experiences with members of the umpire delegation for feedback and guidance.  Spectators (especially parents) have the opportunity to ask umpires questions about procedures and decision making.

Umpires can also be a resource for coaches, providing instruction on the current decision making processes and feedback on performance of athletes.

During and after the 2011 World Championships, a number of competitors and parents did approach the Canadian umpires for feedback, advice and instruction.

It must also be noted that a few competitors were not interested in this feedback, even when an umpire approached them offering information and guidance after an event.  It is unfortunate that some individual athletes don't want to benefit from this feedback.
An additional strong benefit to the CTFI of sending Canadians to be members of the Umpire Team is the experience the Umpires gain from participating in events of this stature which they then share with members the CTFI community.
Senior umpires with International experience can mentor other CTFI umpires.  Their strong experience is brought into play at Canadian events, helping to raise the quality of umpiring in Canada and thereby the quality of our competitions and our athletes.

Overall, 2011 New Zealand was an outstanding World Championship which should be used as a model for future International events.  Canadian members of the umpire delegation made a strong contribution to the success of the officiating at the event.  They continue to develop a depth of experience that will be a valuable resource to the ITF as well as to athletes, coaches and other umpires in the CTFI over the years to come.
[image: image1.jpg]



Mr. Reinelt (far right) with the Jury Council from Ring 3 – the “all patterns” team.  Council members are from Scotland, England, Australia, New Zealand, Belgium, Argentina and Canada.

[image: image2.jpg]



Mr. Johnson with some members of the Canadian Team.
(note, a third picture and caption on next page below….)
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Mr. Michaud (bottom right) judging Free Sparring event.
